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Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI)

The VA Office of Research and Development (ORD) and Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI) have developed a training curriculum that satisfies ORD training requirements.

Mandatory CITI training for research team members participating in research at the VA.  

· If your work will involve human subjects you must complete the Basic Course in Human Subjects Protection.
- This course is mandatory for all personnel who are conducting VA human studies research, including those who are not employed by the VA. The Refresher course is required every three years.

· If your work involves the conduct, management and oversight of NIH-funded clinical trials you must be trained in Good Clinical Practice (GCP).
- GCP training is mandatory for all personnel who are conducting NIH-funded clinical trials. The Refresher course is required every three years.  The following GCP courses are acceptable: CITI Good Clinical Practice and ICH, completed under University of Maryland Baltimore or Baltimore VA (512) affiliation, CITI Good Clinical Practice (US FDA Drug and Device Focus), completed under University of Maryland Baltimore affiliation, or National Drug Abuse Treatment Clinical Trials Network Good Clinical Practice course (This course can be completed by those who conduct NIH funded social-behavioral research even without a drug abuse focus).
- NIH defines “clinical trial” as: A research study in which one or more human subjects are prospectively assigned to one or more interventions (which may include placebo or other control) to evaluate the effects of those interventions on health-related biomedical or behavioral outcomes.

· If your work will involve laboratory animals you must complete Working with the VA IACUC course and species specific courses based on the species you will be working with.
- This course is mandatory for all personnel who utilize laboratory animals for research, testing, or teaching if their use of animals is (a) on VA property, (b) purchased with VA funds, or (c) used while on a VA tour of duty but not on VA property. The Refresher course is required every three years. 

· If your work will involve laboratory duties you must complete Introduction to VA Biosecurity Concepts.  (This course can be completed on the CITI website or on TMS).
- This one-time course is mandatory for all researchers who need access to the Research Laboratory areas. 


If you have not taken a VA-specific CITI training course before: 
1. Open the CITI Program site: www.citiprogram.org.
2. Click on “Register” and enter VA Baltimore, MD- 512 in the “Select Your Organization Affiliation” field. 
3. Check box I AGREE to the Terms of Service for accessing CITI Program materials.
4. Continue to “Step 2”.
5. Enter information into the required fields (marked with a red asterisk).
6. Continue to “Step 3”.
7. Create your username and Password.
8. Continue to “Step 4”.
9. Country of Residence.
10. Continue to “Step 5”.
11. Are you interested in the option of receiving Continuing Education Unit (CEU) credit for completed CITI Program courses?  Click No
12. Continue to “Step 6”.
13. You will then be asked a series of questions. Your answers to the questions will determine which course(s) you are required to complete.  
14. Continue to “Step 7”.
15. [bookmark: _GoBack]Select curriculum. You will be provided a series of enrollment questions. Your responses will determine the curriculum for the courses you are going to take.
