
INTRODUCING 
The VAMHCS “RESEARCH SERVICE HOT TOPICS” 

SERIES 
 

Vol. 1 No. 1 
August 14, 2007 

 
Beginning soon, the VAMHCS Research Service will 
institute a regular series of “Research Service Hot 
Topics”. 
 
The purpose of the series is to inform research staff of 
things like: changes in Research Service procedures, 
new developments in regulations, new or revised 
standard operating procedures, progress on AAHRPP 
accreditation, reminders of current requirements, 
selected audit findings, and many more topics to help 
you keep up with current events in the VAMHCS 
research world. 
 
Research Service Hot Topics are meant to be quickly 
read so that they do not take much time from your 
busy schedule.  They are also meant to come in small 
enough bits to enable  you to easily determine how 
they will affect your research practices. 
 
Hopefully they will help you get into or stay in 
compliance with procedures and regulations.  They 
can also help you prepare for the interviews you might 
have next year when AAHRPP site visitors come here 
for our accreditation visit in December 2008. 



 
Research Service Hot Topics will be distributed 
through email and will have this eye-catching look.  
They will be published every 2 weeks on average.   
 
File them in a special folder for future reference!!!! 
 

We are open to suggestions for Hot Topics.  If you 
know of research-related topics that need clarification 
or questions you’ve always wondered about, please 
let us know.  We’d also appreciate feedback on this 

project.  Thanks. 
 

Contact: 
Jessica Mendoza, RN, BSN, CCRC 
Research Compliance Specialist 

VA Maryland Health Care Systems 
10 North Greene St 

Baltimore Maryland 21201 
Rm 3-A-125 

(410) 605-7000 x5591 
jmend001@umaryland.edu 
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